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2. "Rumanisn lumber especially for construction, which i3 one of Rumania‘'s
richest resources, is controlled by the Soviete.

3. "There are ceven qualities of Rumanian lumber for construction:

1 quality, scasoned
II quality, semi-scasoned
III quality, Alexandrian type
IV quality, Alexandrian type
V quality, Syrian
VI quality, planking ('cofragin’) _
VII quality, for dcmestic consumption /could also be for use inside
buildings

L. "Tpe first two qualities are sold together with no regard to length because
they are for carpenters vho need different lengths. Qualities III and IV mixed
are also sold to Egypt and Greece. . In the last few years, Egypt has been a
customer, but only the Soviets sold Runanian lumber because the Ruusnians 4o
not have these two qualities at their disposal. Before World War II, Greece
vas also & customer, and in accordance with the May 1954 trade agrecment with
dreece, negotiations are again underway to sell to Greece if the Soviets will
agreec. Quality IV and V are scld to Syria.
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"Since the Soviets nave been ir Rumania, <they have kept qualities [ and I snc
often III and I¥,for themeelves. The Rumaniar Communists casz never cell +these
to other countries because their production is 2ot their owan. At firss, the
Soviets tock the lumber as part of the ‘wer reparations’, which was d“sastroue.
Figursd on the basis of the value of the dollar of 1938 and according to the
Pricee on the vorld market, one cubic meiter of lumber was valued at uss3s,
UKR1S, or 4 toousand lei in 1938; today the price 1s much higher.

"Today Ll95‘_of the Soviets no longer use the term 'war reparaticns: bdbut ‘trade
agrecxents’ betweer the USSR and the RPR. The first trade agreement of the
series was mode in 1947, but at that time the deliveries continued as war
reparations. A Rumanian-born lumber merchant, who lived and worked ir fumania
until 1949 and vho carriee c2 lumber trade with the RER from Turkey where he
pow lives, sending ships t- Constante and dealing with the Rumanian econamic
delegsticn in Istanbul, says hs dces 2ot kuow when the Soviete ceased /eic/
taking Rumanian lumber under trade agreements and waern the war reparations
ceagsed. Officially, this changs has =0t been anzounced because the facts are
the same. In June 1954 the Soviete stil]l had Rumanian lumber at their dis-

posal.

"The iumber is shipped in Fumanian traing % Gelati, Ungheni near Ias’ oz the
frut River, to Dorohoi north of Mcldavia, and to Consitanta on the Black Sea.

"Tre Soviets contrel the lumber production. The officers of the SOVROMLEMN
(Sovieto-Roumsin-Bols, Soviet Rumanian Lumber /i ) in Bucharest are
Soviete, and they control the sswvmills in the mountains as well ag the Asnnta
at important pointe on the railroede. The lumber merchant who worked ia the large
Pire eawaille of Brezoiv in the CarpathZan Mountains,. rorth of Ramnicu-valcea,
on the Lotru River which flow2 into the Olt River, =ays thia: 'Frac time to
tize & Soviet cape there te supsrvise cur work. He was usually rough, &
soldier ir uniform, Or an unciwil civiiien. He dealt directly with the chief
of the unilon A Rumanien wao &poke Russiag sccompanied nim scd translated
nie curces And thceate. The Soviet wae inserested in production, the quality
of the luwrber. methods of production. and the employeesa. He was never satis-
T1ed with anytning. He svore violently 2z Russisn arnd in Runasian, and
reatened ud with prieon and Siooris. We wers always terrified. But azx soon
as ne left. work wen® on a3 usruel a3 pecple used = work betore the Soviets
ok consrol.’

"The Sovists alvmys take the best lumber which ia celivered to them at,
convenient poiaze oo the border The iumber 1is alsc 2hipped to Odebsra From
Galsti and Constenta. Until Jure 1954 the Soviets =0ld 30 thousand cubic
meterz of lumber o Turkay It waz gverage guality lumber for they did& not
2ell qualitiern IIX. IV. and V. The Sovizts remover -Rumania: fraa the lumber
stacked in the depots in the Rumanisan porss so woat the Turkisdh market would
nct reaillz thst 1t was Rumaniar lumbar. Sanetimes the Soviets put os thair
Inftials . Ix wnes Coxme & Or warehausss Lo Ia%anbul the lumber was tilli
completely or partislly marked 'Rumania’' . but 1f youo asked the mersoacte
about 1%t they woild answer that althougn they had bought it from the Soviets,
1t vas fmanian lumber . It wae the same kind oF lumber that the Sovists
Gelivered to Egyrt, Syris.. apd lately, wo (reece

+

"Taua, toe Communiate wn Bucharest have 1
Juality <o offer to the Weaverr warld an
Most 0F e Alexardrna tvpe ohe proiuc
USSR, a very mmall part i £ola to ERYrt. AT presen. lLue Budhazestl
Communists aell gualities V and VI under tihe nawne: Romanila (not2: =
mystery, since they are aupposed to s8y RPR), Siria, and Mediterans tc the
Near East. All taree qualities are planking ( cofraj = coffrage') for
reinforced cencrete construction. However, although the IV and V type
planking can be used three or four times, tyre VI cam be used twice at the
most because 1% I not of lasting quality

1=tle Limb»‘:r-_? an2 tha% 1z of nrer
G especinliv, to the Neay Eapt.
t O whien hag been reduced, jfoes to the

i

"The Hungarian sailors who went through Galah?! 1z May 1954 repsrt that along
the eastern gquay of the port, there are >ge quantities of lumber for the
Saviets. Leir friends told ther that all thics luamber will be transported
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to Odeesa in Soviet ships. It will then be sent to the Orient as 5cviet lumber.

The Rumanian people were aware of this; but shrugged their shoulders and souxme-
times insulted the arme=d Scviet zoldievs as they gusrded 'their wood', At
Constanta this type of dctivity io0 not going on on as wiae a Scale as in
Previous years; wmost of the Ramanian lwnber destined for the USSR is sent to
Galatl and to certain border points in Moldavia.

“Their friends in Galati also said: ‘We bave o lumber ourgelves. If we
want to build, we have tg ask permission of the Ministry of Forestry by way
of the'Sfatul Popular.' Permission is granted only to people in the govern-
ment or to people who are in good favor. Then all comstruction ia done very
slowly, by the State, that is, tne Party. There 23 a great cry fcr private
homes for the workers s but there 18 not a single one 1n Galati. There ip a
shortage of all kinds of wood not only for building. Miring this terrible .
winter /1953-195k/, the lack of wocd and food caussd many pecple to freeze
to death in Qalati, and 1t 1x ssaid that there were thousandis of gimilaxr deaths
throughout the country. Ix Gelatli there was not aven encugh wood for coffins
to bury the dead. Many were buried in baga.:

“An emigre from the RFR, who has traveled a great deal in Transylvania to sell

majufactured goods says: 'In July and.Auguet of 1951|

they vere building an arms facISTy 1In the westerm
part of thé ¢ity, Tactory is located 1/2 kilameter from the naticpal
highway to Simeria, past the city park betveen the hills. The factory and
lodgings for 300 workers were campleted in 1952. Oihexr workers came from the

city or zurrounding towns. |
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